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ANEW GLOBAL DESIGN INTELLECTUALISM

Predicting — and avoiding — the commoditization of design research

Jon Kolko




This talk comes with a disclaimer.
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“Oh no, all our
manufacturing jobs
are going to Asia! ..

Thank goodness we still have form and styling.
They'll never be able to do that.”

designers, 1981ish
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“Oh no, all our
sketching and
model making jobs
are going to Asia! ..

Thank goodness we still have ergonomics and CAD.
They'll never be able to do that.”

designers, 1996ish
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Hong Kong Polytechnic University
School of Design
Student Work



Hong Kong Polytechnic University
School of Design
Student Work



you you
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Rethinking Manual Product Interaction

Hong Kong Polytechnic University
School of Design
Student Work



Hong Kong Polytechnic University
School of Design
Student Work



“Oh no, all our
sketching, rendering, assembly,
3D modeling, human factors, ergonomics,
mechanical engineering, mold engineering,
production and branding jobs
are going to Asia! ..

Thank goodness we still have research and innovation.
They'll never be able to do that.”

designers, 2003ish
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Morning

NDRC minister on 11th Fi

and the tr;

“Fourth, we will promote development by relying on
enhancing independent innovation capability, take it as a
national strategy and shift economic growth from relying on
the input of capital and substance factor to relying on
science and technology advancement and human resources.

This is a solution put forward to address the bottlenecks of
science and technology and human resources China
encounters in economic and social development. China's
economic growth largely relies on substance input and its
competitive edge is to a great extent based on cheap labor,
cheap water and land resources and expensive environment
pollution. Such a competitive edge will be weakened along
with the rising price of raw materials and the enhancement
of environmental protection.

Therefore, we should enhance independent
innovation capability vigorously and increase
the contribution of science and technology
advancement to economic growth notably.’



“uhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh....
now what?”

pretty much everyone in The United States, 2009 till the foreseeable future
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This talk is about
how to remain relevant.
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ANEW GLOBAL DESIGN INTELLECTUALISM
RESEARCH AND INNOVATION




For all the talk of “innovation”
does anyone know what it means?
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“Innovation is invention that sells”

Larry Leifer
Director, Stanford Center for
Design Research
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“Innovation includes a thoughtful and
insightful application, delivery, extension, or
recombination of existing technologies”

Craig Vogel
Associate Dean, Research and Graduate Studies
University of Cincinnati
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